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THE SQUADRON OF FLYING SHIPS
THE hit me of our large planes seemed dark at that
nine. The situation was saved, however, by Mr,
Shidlovbky. After spending a few sleepless nights, he
prepared a complete report outlining the whole situa-
tion, and proposing definite steps in order to prove the
military value of the ships, The report was addressed
to the Secretary of War Souchomlinov, who in turn
was expected to submit the information to the Emperor
Nicholas II and ask for his approval of the proposed
programme. The contents of Mr. Shidlovsky's report
were briefly as follows: It was admitted at first that the
staff of the Army were right in their severe disapproval
of the service rendered by the first two ships. Next,
it was explained that their failure was due partly to the
limited performance of the planes of the old type, but
chiefly because the crews were insufficiently trained
and were unfamiliar with this type of aircraft.
As a solution, it was recommended in the report
that no more ships of this type be ordered until their
value was demonstrated in action; that all planes
already in existence, with their crews, be reunited into
one group to form the " Squadron of Flying Ships/*
and that the whole unit be placed under the command
of a single officer familiar with aviation and in par-
ticular with the iatge planes. Finally, Mr. Shidlovsfcy,
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